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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


.  HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  1957 

^  >  * 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council* 
Ivlesdames  and  Gentlemen  > 

«f  V  M  .•  **  »' 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1957* 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area 


•  • 


•  •  # 


•  «  • 


#  #  #  •  •  • 


•  •  e 


#  •  ♦ 


m  • 


Population  -  Registrar  General1 s  latest 
estimate  of  population 


•  •  • 


•  #  • 


•  ♦  # 


«  % 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  nt  the  end  of  1957 


Rateable  Value  (1957) 


•  •,* 


•  • 


*  *  * 


*  •  ♦  •  • 


Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  (1957/58)* 


•  * 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


2,62 6  acres 

1956  1957 

19,520  19,540 


• . .  6 ,424 

...  £295,  129 

-  ? 

£1,175 


The  following  extracts,  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate  to 
net  births  and  deaths  after,  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 
by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births  - 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  • . •  . * •  . « .  •  •  •  • . « 

220 

> 

116 

104 

Illegitimate1  ...  . . .  ... 

14 

8 

6 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of  thel estimated  resident  population 

«  •  # 

11.97 

After  adjustment  By  the  Comparability  Factor 

♦  *  # 

12.08 

Still  Births  -  .... 

Total 

Male 

Female 

.  «  *  -  »  >  -  ’  ■ 

Legitimate  •••  •••  •••  . . •  ^  ^ < 

4 

5 

1 

Illegitimate . .  . . 

— 

— 

...  %  .  , 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still),  births  •« 

»  •  .  *4 

►  *  •  t 

* 16  *  80 

Dea  chs  . • «  . • •  . * •  • • •  • • • 

219 

117 

102 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

•  •  • 

11.15 

After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factor 

•  .  • 

11.70 

2. 

4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under- one  year  of  age  ~ 

All  infants  per  1000 .-live  births  . . . . .  . ..  16.99 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  18.18 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate .  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  including  6  of  the  lung  ...  44 

u  "  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

"  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

"  ”  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  . . .  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  following  table  compares  the  main  statistics  for  1957  with  the 
years  194-5  ~  1956 


Year 

Population 

Birth 

1.  li. 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

RaTe 

No.  of 

Deaths 

from 

No.  of 

Deaths 

from 

TuEer- 

Gulp sis 

1945 

18,130 

19.02 

13.67  = 

60.  86 

32 

8 

1946 

19,150 

21.14- 

12.95 

46.91 

38 

13 

1947 

19,580 

20. 02 

11.54 

40.81 

32 

1 

1948 

19,230 

18.09 

11.18 

28.73 

41 

9 

1949 

18,810 

1703 

12.59 

39.87 

28 

8 

1950 

18,330 

13.64 

13.42 

32.00 

40 

•N 

1951 

17,160 

14.10 

15.09 

45.45 

39 

4 

1952 

16,920 

34.59 

13.00 

28.34 

40 

2 

1953 

16 ,470 

n.53 

11.90 

36.84 

34 

4 

1954 

15,86o 

12.35 

11.60 

5.10 

26 

2 

1 955 

19,730 

9.83 

11.80 

36.07 

39 

1 

1956 

19,520 

11.38 

11.73 

27.03 

36 

5 

1957 

19,540 

11.97 

11.15 

16.99 

44 

1 

-  *' 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  - 

1957 

(Taken ‘ from 

the  Regi 

s tr ar-Ce n e r al * s  Table s ) 

Males 

Pemales 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculo  si s ,  re  spiratory 

•  « 

1 

1 

2  o' 

Other  “forms  of 

Tuberculo s 

is 

— 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

0  •  • 

- 

-  ' 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• » •  ... 

... 

— 

— 

5.  - 

Whooping  Cough 

n  &  •  «  •  * 

#  *  • 

- 

...  - 

— 

6 

• 

Meningococcal  Inf e c tion s 

0  0  • 

- 

,  — 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

#  #  * 

- 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

e  0  0  ... 

•  *  # 

- 

— 

— 

9/ 

10. 

11. 

12. 
13.  ’ 
14-.* 

15. 

16. 


Other  Infective'  &  Parasitic  Diseases  1 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ~ 

Malighant  neoplasm,  uterus  • 

Other  ' malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms.  15 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabete 


3 

3 

1 

12 


1 

6 

7 

3 

1 

27 


•  •  * 


■  s 


... 


. .  • 


« *  • 


3 


Males 

Females 

Total 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  #  • 

t 

C\J 

1 — 1 

16 

28 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  ..► 

13 

13 

2  6  . 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

t  «  ♦ 

23 

15 

38 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

8 

11 

19 

22. 

Influenza 

...  ...  e.. 

t  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  „ . . 

©it 

1 

3  ■ 

4  : 

24. 

Bronchitis  .  ... 

•  •  • 

15 

1 

16 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

2  6. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  -• 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  •  * 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ,  ... 

•  e  • 

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  *  • 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congential  malformations  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

11 

19 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

•  •  * 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

•  •  ♦ 

2 

3 

5 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

2  • 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

TOTALS- 

117 

102 

219 

SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council 


(1)  Staff  - 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.  B . , 

Ch.B# ,id.R.C.S. , 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  ' 

CLERICAL  STAFF 


T*  BAINES, 

M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  Meat  & 
Other  Foods 

F.  JOHNSON, 

Cert.  R.S*I#,  Meat  & 
Other  Foods 

MRS.  M.  McGOHAN 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Hartford  Hill, 

Northwich. 

1  person  (y/hole-time ) 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector, 

The  Council  House, 
Northwich 

*  .  -  ..7.  ’ 

Additional  Public 

Health  Inspector 
*  « 

Clerical  Assistant 


(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Cheshire 
districts  &  C. Council) 

(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Cheshire 
districts  ) 

(Northwich  Urban 
District  only) 


do  - 


do  - 


4* 


(2)  Laboratory  Facilities 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester,  which  are 
provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council,  proved 
adequate  during  the  year*  In  addition,  this  Service  has  co-operated 
in  the  free  transport  of  samples  twice  monthly  from  this  area.  Details 
of  the  samples  are  given  later  in  the  report* 

(3)  Environmental  Services  - 


Details  of  other  Services,  e.g*  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Pood  examination,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  Council  are  recorded  later  in  this  report. 


(B)  Hospital  Services 


(i)  Infectious  Diseases 


Admissions  of  cases  pf  Infectious  Diseases  are  now  spread  over  the 
following'  hospitals;  Warrington  Isolation  Hospital,  Monsall  Fever 
Hospital,  and  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital  and  Macclesfield  Hospital.  To 
which  hospitals  our  cases  go  depends  largely  upon  the  preference  of  the 
patient fs  doctor,  and,  of  course,  on  the  availability  of  hospital  beds. 

(ii)  General  Hospital  Services 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  Joint  Mid-Che  shire  Committee  com¬ 
prising  lepro sentati ve s  of  all  four  Mid-Cheshire  Authorities  and  inter¬ 
ested  local  Medical  Practitioners,  was : formed  with  a  view  to  expediting 
as  far  as  possible  the  prevision  of  a  General  Hospital  to  serve  the  Mid- 
Che  shire  area,  thereby  reducing  the  many  inconveniences" experienced  by 
both  patients  cand  relatives  when  hospital ' accommodation  has  to-be*  sought 
as  far  away  as  in  Chester,  Liverpool,  Warrington,  Manchester  and j Crewe 
hospitals.  At  the  time  of  writing.  May  1958,  it  appears  that  the 
Manchester  Regional  Board  fully  appreciates  the  urgent  needs  of  this  area 
and  will  help  as  far  as  is  within  their  power. 


(c)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 


The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  discharging  duties- in  the 
Urban  are  or  under  the  following  services:-  School  Medical,-  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  including  Milk  Food  Sales,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental, 
Health  Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures  Inspection,  Specialist  Services, 
e.g.,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Paediatric,  Home  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Services,  Speech  Theraphy,  Residential  and  Temporary  Accommodation  under 
the  County  Welfare  Services,  etc.,  etc.  ...  r  *:; 

In  addition,  the  Mid-Che  shire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under 
the  auspioes  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following  Services;- 


5. 


(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes. 


The  work  done  during  the  year  1957  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District 
is  detailed  as  follows 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 
Pre-School  Children  ... 
School  Children 
Adults 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  ©  • 


86 

7 

27 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

-  'Pre-School  Children  . .  7 

School  Children  5 

Re-Immunised  . ..  ...  68 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  ...  ...  2 

School  Children  ...  ... 

Re  -Immuni  sed  g 

#  O  ®  «  #  #  CJ 


» 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pro-School  Children  .  177 

School  Children  . . .  ...  1 

Re  -Immuni  sed  29 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

"The  scheme 3  as  commenced  during  May  1956,  was  extended  and  in 
spite  of  some  delay  due  to  shortage  of  vaccine  good  progress  was  made. 
The  enthusiasm  shown  by  local  parents  to  have  their  children  protected 
is  particularly  keen ?  and,  given  regular  supplies,  it  is  expected  that 
quite  a  high  percentage  of  children  in  the  appropriate  age  groups  will 
have  completed  their  course  of  protection  by  late  1958*. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  1957  approximately  880  Urban  children  had 
completed  their  treatment. 


(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service 


The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  Northwich  Urban 
patients  expeditiously  and  without  serious  complaint  throughout  the 
year. ‘ ‘ 

■  .  .  •  •  •* 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  -  Care  and  After  Care 

Nursing  requisites  and  after-care  equipment  were  loaned  for  the 
use  of  the  sick  and  needy  in  a  number  of  homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  continues  to  expand  year  by  year  and  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  best  means  whereby  the  older  people  can  remain  longer  in 
their  home  surroundings.  Institutional  accommodation  however  excellent 
is  for  most  elderly  people  but  a  poor  substitute  for  their  own  homes. 


6. 

.  *  ■»**?*  ■ 

SECTION  C 


sanitary  circumstances  op  the  area 


WATER  SUPPLY  . 

The  water  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mid  and  South  East 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submitted  to  me  for 
information  25  copies  of  the  Analyst  Ts  reports  of  samples  of  water  taken 
in  the  Northwich  Urban  District,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon  satis¬ 
factorily. 

•  *  " 

In  addition  8  samples  taken  by  the  "Health  Department  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  were 
also  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  •  ; 

Since  the  winter  of  1954--55  when  -the  Baths  first  remained  open  for 
the  winter  swimming  attendances  have  increased  each  successive  winter. 

The  Brine  Bath,  as  the  name  implies,  contains  a  proportion  of  brine  which 
has  an  attraction  for  those  seeking  to  keep  in  good  health  and  it  does 
appear  to  impart  a  feeling  of  well-being  to  most  bathers.  The  building  of 
new  dressing  accommodation  is  now  under  way  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  1959-60.  The  care  exercised  in  the  purification 
of  the  swimming  bath  water  is  shown  by  a  series  of  satisfactory  bacterio¬ 
logical  reports  on  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  'of  bathers  during  the  year  1957  was  75*207,  311 
increase  of  7*5^5  011  lust  yearfs  figure.  This  figure  includes  members  of 
the  public,  organised  parties  of  school  children  and  patients  from  a 
nearby  Miners’  Rehabilitation  Centre,  etc. 

15  satisfactory  Laboratory  reports  were  received  on  the  Bath  v/ater 
during  the  year. 

CHELDREH  •  S  PADDLING-  POOL 

One  satisfactory  Laboratory  report  on  the  water  of  the  Pool  was 
received.  Twice  weekly  fillings  of  the  Pool  with  the  addition  of  hypo- 
chloride  etc.  kept  the  water  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

RECREATIONAL  AND  OPEN  SPACES 

The  Parks  and  Cemetery  Superintendent  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District 
Mr.  T.  Garwood,  reports  as  follows :- 

’’The  use  by  the  general  public  of  the  public  parks  is  increasing  year 
by  year.  The  more  natural  type  of  park  is  most  popular  especially  amongst 
young  mothers  who  are  able  to  allow  their  children  to  play  in  complete 
safety. 


7* 


It  is -hoped  to  lay  out  in  the  form  of  a  natural  rest  garden  the  area 
known  as  Castlcton  Slopes.  A  portion  of  this  scheme  will  he  carried  out 
during  the  winter  of  1958-59 9  when  suitable  ornamental  trees  to  furnish 
Autumn  colour  will  be  planted.  These  will  be  followed  by  naturalised 
bulbs,  and  seats  wall  be  placed  over  the  area.  When  the  scheme  is 
completed  it  should  afford  a  pleasant  rest  area  for  members  of  the  public.” 

DRAINAGE ,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  A.  W.  Clark,  reports  under  this  heading  as 
follows :  - 

"Work  on  a  flood  relief  scheme  for  Navigation  Hoad  was  carried  out 
and  no  flooding  of  this  area,  has  occurred  since  it  came  into  service. 

Work  on  the  design  of  a,  small  pumping  station  and  new  sewers  behind 
Chester  Yfay  has  started  and  it  is  hoped  this  may  be  carried  out  in  1958. 

A  relief  sewer  has  been  installed  in  Winning  ton  avenue  as  part  of 
the  roadworks  contrc.ct  and  this  appears  to  have  stopped  flooding  in  this 

area..  ....  .  • 


A  further  relief  sewer  is  being  designed  to  allow  discharge  from  the 
new  I.C.I.  offices  at  the  Ley. 

RIVER  POLLUTION 

There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  under  this  heading. 

FLOODING  -  ' ; 

No  major  flooding  occurred  in  Northwich  during  1957*  A  practice 
exercise  was  held  in  co-operation  with  the  Police,  Rivers  Board  and 
British  Waterways. 

TOUT  LIFT  ’ 

Part  of  Castle  Street  was  improved  following  the  re-erection  of  new 
garage  premises  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  raise  the  level  of  a 
small  area.  This  area  is  scheduled  for  a  further  lift  in  1959-60. 

NEW  HEALTH  SERVICES  CENTRE 


..  Discussions  are  still  proceeding  with  the  County  Council  but 
restrictions,  development  and  finance  preclude  any  early  agreement  on 
this  matter. 

STREET  SWEEPING 

36  litter  bins  have  ,  been  installed  in  Northwich  and  some  improvement 
of  the  litter  position  has  been  noted. 


8. 


1  Lewin  Sweeping  Machine  and  if  men  are  employed  and  these  are  foully 
taxed  in  keeping  the  area  reasonable  clean. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


New  Public  Conveniences  are  proposed  for  the  market  Are a  and  are 
incorporated  in  the  proposed  extensions  to  the  market.  It  was  hoped 
to  start  in  1958,  but  approval  has  been  delayed  by  the  Ministry  and  it 

is  doubtful  now  if  this  will  proceed  until  1959* 

.  **£/  •«* 

all  other  conveniences  were  reasonably  maintained  and  Chester  Road 
convenience  was  partly  rebuilt.  Pater  flushing  has  now  been  installed 
in  all  Urinals  except  Manchester  Road  convenience." 

NE17  INDUSTRIES 

Messrs.  Conlowes  transferred  their  factory  from  Church  Road  to  Old 
Farrington  Road  and  new  factories  were  erected  for  Messrs.  Lauritzen 
Boiler  Co.  paid  Mr.  Brit  tin  established  a  motor  repair  shop  in  this  area. 

Mr.  Baines,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports,  :~ 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

"Pour  conversions  were  carried  out  at  the  beginning  of  1957 ,  and  the 
remaining  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  is  now  less  than  10. 

This  number  will  decrease  as  property  is  either  demolished  or  improved 
depending  on  the  particular  circumstances,  and  since  these  pails  are 
charged  with  a  chemical  solution  no  nuisance  or  unpleasantness  is 
experienced  either  by  the  users  or  men  employed  in  the  emptying  of  them. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING-  •  . 


This  service  lias  been  carried  out  as  in  the  previous  years  with  little 
alteration,  and  the  10-11  day  collection  has  been  maintained.  Generally 
speaking  few  complaints  are  received  so  that  one  can  only  presume  that  the 
general  public  are  satisfied.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  labour 
position  seemed  to  have  eased  and  in  consequence  despite  the  bad  weather  no 
serious  difficulties  have  been  experienced*  I  am  .quite  sure  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  dustbin  renewal  service  provided  by  this  Council  is  one  of 
the  chief  factors  in  assisting  in  providing  and  maintaining  a  satisfactory 
refuse  collection  service.  Then  all  households  are  provided  with  a  good 
dustbin  of  standard  size  and  of  sufficient  size  to  hold  rather  more  than  a 
normal  weekly  amount  of  refuse  they  are  not  particularly  concerned  whether 
the  collection  is  weekly  or  otherwise.  Complaints  usually  only  arise  when 
the  bins  start  to  overflow,  but  the  waste  paper  scheme  which  reduces  the 
bulk  of  the  refuse  has  helped  considerably. 


During  the  year  another  new  salvage  trailer  was  purchased  enabling  the 
salvage  to  be  separated  at  the  source  thereby  improving  the  ‘Condition  of  the 
tip  itself. 


9* 


Again  I  find  it  very  disappointing  to  have  to  report  that  in  spite 
of  the  -willingness  of  the  Department  to  remove,  within  reason,  all  waste 
materials  from  premises,  people  will  continue  to  deposit  waste  materials 
in  various  spots  throughout  the  district.  The  favourite  type  of  such 
deposited  materials  ore  old  mattresses  and  bedsteads* 

It  is  likely  that  a  new  vehicle  will  be  delivered  at  the  beginning 
of  19583  and  this  together  with  the  possible  renewal  of  another  trailer 
at  the  same  time,  mil  complete  a  programme  of  re-organisation  which 
commenced  8  years  ago  at  the  time  of  my  appointment.  All  the  vehicles 
and  trailers  will  then  become  standardised. 

I  attach  later  in  the  report  details  of  salvage  for  the  current 
year  and  details  of  amounts  for  the  past  8  years. 

DISPOSAL  OP  PJEMJSE 


The  refuse  has  again  been  disposed  of  during  the  year  in  a  manner 
which  has  given  satisfaction  to  anyone  sufficiently  interested  to  be 
aware  of  the  need  for  refuse  disposal.  The  tip  site  itself  belongs  to 
a  local  firm  of  ship  builders,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  tipping 
on  .this  land  was  in  its  closing  stages.  Part  of  the  land  which  had 
been  used  for  tipping  in  the  earlier  stage  was  brought  into  use  and 
allowed  for  the  expansion  of  their  shipbuilding  business. 

Confirming  my  favourable  comments  last  year  regarding  the  condition 
of  the  tip  due  to  no  interference  from  outsiders,  no  nuisances  arose 
from  the  tip  and  no  fires  have  occurred  this  year.  Prom  observations 
carried  out  by  outside  sources  as  to  the  beneficial  and  improving  effect 
of  tipping  on  this  low-lying  land  an  approach  has  been  made  to  the 
Council  for  them  to  continue  tipping  in  order  to  raise  the  level  of  the 
adjoining  land.  Nothing  definite  has  been  decided  upon,  and  the  matter 
is  still  subject  to  negotiations.  There  is  no  doubt  however,  that  the 
Council  look  upon  the  project  with  favour  since  it  -may  result  in  the 
acquisition  of  gn  area  of  land  which  the  Council  previously  and 
unsuccessfully  tried  to  purchase.  Should  this  area  become  available 
for  tipping  there  is  likely  to  be  tipping  facilities  available  for  the 
next  15  -  20  years. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  any  rat  .infestation  although  preventative 
treatment  was  carried  out.  Similarly  no  excessive  infestation  of 
flies  or  insects  occurred,  but  probably  the  weather  did  not  in  any  way* 
encourage  these  particular  nuisances. 

The  Brickfield  site  in  Saxons  Lane  was  graded  over,  and  the  effect 
was  surprising  to  mo£*t  people  who  previously  had  only  regarded  this  site 
as.  a  useless,  water-sodden  piece  of  land.  -The  adjoining  site  in 
Greenbank  Lane  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  tipping  at  the  shipyard  has 
been  termiiiated.  In  addition  the  Council  also  approved  the  raising 
of  the  levels  of  adjoining  gardens  which  would  have  suffered  by  the  new 
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level  of  Saxons  Lane  and  Greenbank  sites.  This  ran  sing  of  the  levels 
will  be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  tip  on  Greenbank  Lane  site. 
Eventually  all  this  area  will  need  to  be  further  graded,  and  if  it  is 
..the  Council* s  wish,  will  lend  itself  admirably  to  a  suitable  playing 
field  for  the  surrounding  we 11 -populated  area. 

One  effect  of  modern  methods  of  .food  packing  shows  itself  in  rather 
an  unu.sal  way  on  the  refuse  tip.  When  tipped  land  which  has  been 
settled  and  decomposed,  is  graded  the  amount  of  glass  which  makes  its 
appearance  is  rather  alarming  and  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
suitable  soil  for  covering  purposes  one  has  to  be  cautious  before 
allowing  these  recovered  sites  to  be  used  for  playing  fields.  However 
whilst  this  is.  a  problem  it  is  less  difficult  than  making  safe  derelict 
sites,  such  as  the  Brickfield  site,  where  large  holes  partially  filled 
with  water,  were  so  accessible  to  young  children  from  the  adjoining 
housing  estate. 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  Kitchen  Waste  has  continued  as  in 
the  previous  year.  The  amount  is  not  as  great  but  this  is  due  to 
various  circumstances. 


The  baling  end  disposal  of  waste  paper  has  been  quite  satisfactory 
although  there-  is  a  lull  in  the  market.  Prom  the  figures  given  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  has  increased  each  year, 
with  a  corresponding  increase  in  income.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
amount  of  paper  disposed  of  has  averaged  nearly  28.5  tons  per  month. 


further  increase  on  this  will  depend  on 

a  little 

more 

care  on 

the 

part  of  some  householders  who  still  put  salvage  in  the  dustbin. 

The  total  amount  of  sedLvage  collected 

and’ disposed  of  during 

the 

year 

ending  31st  December,  1957,  "was 

as  follows  ;  - 

r  Tons 

.  Garbs. 

.. 

Qrs. 

£. 

s. 

a. 

Waste  Paper  ...  •  « ♦ . 

■  341. 

5. 

3. 

2715. 

1. 

10. 

Salvage , Other  than  Waste  Paper 

66. 

3. 

0. 

295. 

13. 

4. 

v,  J- 

The  total  amount  of  Waste  Paper 

collected  during  the 

past  eight 

years 

is  as  follows 

*. 

.t*** 

Tons 

.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£• 

s. 

a. 

-  .  u  a 

1950  • • «  ...  •  •  •  ... 

146. 

1. 

3. 

784. 

9. 

9. 

1951  000  •  o  *  oe«  e«» 

■■  173. 

19. 

0. 

2401. 

a. 

2. 

If  52  t>  c  t>  ...  •  O  O 

165. 

0. 

2. 

1722. 

0. 

1. 

1 5 1 3  •  e  •  .CO  » •  •  •  ®  • 

196. 

9. 

0. 

1227- 

17. 

2. 

195^"  o®*  .  .  .  €>•* 

216. 

7. 

2. 

1478. 

3. 

10. 

l_yp5  00.  .  c  •  ...  ... 

297. 

17. 

X. 

2385. 

7. 

2. 

1958  e  •  .  .  •  *  0  •  •  ••• 

335. 

11. 

3. 

' 2566 . 

10. 

9. 

19  d7  •  •  .  '  m  •  *  ••• 

341. 

5.  • 

3, 

2715. 

1. 

10. 

TOTALS 

1,873. 

0. 

2. 

15,281. 

4. 
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CANAL  BOATS 


The  British  Waterways  are  developing  a  repair  Depot  at  Northwioh 
and  . there  is  a  likelihood  that  in  the  next  few  months  there  will  he  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Garni  Boats  to  he  inspected. 

The  number  of  Canal  boats  registered  with  this  Authority  is  31* 

LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 


No  sites  were  authorised  in  the  district  in  1957* 
DISINFESTATION  OP  PREMISES 


The  service  which  is  available  for  treatment  of  insect 
infestation  is  readily  used  by  many  members  of  the  public.  As  stated 
in  previous  reports  this  service  is  free  and  people  are  encouraged  to 
report  infestations.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  premises 
disinfested  has  increased  this  year  and  the  service  given  is  greatly 
appreciated  by  those  having  need  of  it.  There  are  times  however, 
when  many  people  could  help  themselves  more,  rather  than  rely  on 
someone  having  to  come  and  give  special  treatment  upon  what  may  .  be 
only  a.  minor  infestation  of  ants.  If  these  services  are  abused  it  may 
be  necessary  to  curtail  the  treatment  in  such  ca.se s. 

RAC,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLINGS  ACT,  1951 

The  position  in  respect  of  this  section  remains  the  same. 

j  ' 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


There  are  still  four  premises  licensed  under  this  Act  and  conditions 
are  satisfactory. 

CHESHIRE  COUNT!  COUNCIL  ACT,  1953 


The  position  with  regard  to  registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
remains  the  same,  there  being  35  registered  premises  in  the  district. 
Inspections  are  carried  out,  but  these  are  rather  at  infrequent  intervals 
due  mainly  to  staff  shortage. 


CLEAN  ML  ACT,  1956 


During  the  year  the  Council  set  up  three  sites  for  the  measurement 
of  atmospheric  pollution  and  of  sulphur  dioxide.  One  of  the  sites  is 
situated  amidst  a  built-up  area  of  domestic  dwellings,  the  second  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  town  and  will  under  certain  atmospheric  conditions 
indicate  pollution  from  a  near-by  industrial  firm  and  the  third  is 
situated  in  an  area  with  few  domestic  dwellings  but  is  likely  to  show 
the  effects  of  pollution  from  industry  and  railways. 
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There  is  undoubtedly  a  lot  of  work  to  be  carried  out  in  this 
particular  field  and  the  Council  are  keen  to  have  some  measure  of  the 
amount  of  pollution  which  exists  before  making  ary  decision  on  a 
particular  programme*  It  is  of  course  yet  too  early  to  comment  on  any 
results  from  these  instruments  but  undoubtedly  the  problem  will  divide 
itself  into  three  categories. 

1.  Pollution  caused  by  railway  engines  which  in  imxny  cases  are 
probably  out-dated  and  cannot  be  properly  fueled  without  causing 
some  smoke  and  grit  nuisance. 


2.  Pollution  from  the  particular  type  of  industry  in  the  area;  this 
will  of  course  show  some  improvement  during  the  next  few  years  by 
the  efforts  which  are  proposed  by  the  firm  in  question. 

3.  atmospheric  pollution  caused  by  domestic  dwellings. 


To  the  average  person  the  third  category  is  overlooked  in  their 
complaints  of  the  first  two ,  but  undoubtedly  more  pollution  is  caused 
from  domestic  dwellings  than  is  generally  realised.  Whilst  it  is 
possible  to  talk  to  firms  and  find  a  remedy,  talking  to  householders 
is  a  different  proposition.  In  the  first  place  until  there  is  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  the  right  type  of  fuel,  people  will  insist  on 
coal  fires,  then  the  question  of  providing  heat  by  other  means  than 
coal  fires  is  regarded  with  some  suspicion.  A  lot  of  re-education 
is  needed  on  the  question  of  the  heating  of  domestic  dwellings. 
Unfortunately  to  carry  out  all  the  functions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
time  is  needed  to  carry  cut  surveys  and  the  type  of  re-education 
referred  to,  and  this  again  involves  the  question  of  adequate  sta.ff 
being  available.  However  with  suitable  fuel  at  an  attractive  price 
it  would  be  much  easier  to  persuade  people  to  improve  their  domestic 
heating  arrangement s . 


Whilst  not  wishing  to  express  any  firm  conviction  about  local 
atmospheric  pollution,  I  think  it  can  be  said  that  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  industry  and  the  number  of  houses  in  the  area  of  the 
Urban  District,  conditions  are  probably  better  than  one  might  have 
expected. 

PUBLIC  MORTUAKI 

The  new  public  mortuary  has  again  been  used  with  some  regularity 
and  the  provision  of  this  modem  facility  has  been  appreciated  by  all 
people  who  have  had  need  to  attend  the  building.  The  Chapel  itself 
has  been  used  on  occasions,  and  it  is  always  available  to  receive 
bodies  from  homes  etc.  whore  no  facilities  exist.  Flowering  plants  are 
always  available  and  many  expressions  of  appreciation  have  been 
received  from  relatives  over  the  conditions  at  the  Mortuary. 
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Undoubtedly  the  provision  of  this  building  was  a  sound  move  by  the 
Council  and  is  a  good  example  of  co-operation  between  local  authorities 
in  as  much  as  a  proportion  of  the  cost  and.  maintaining  of  the  service 
is  be  me  by  the  adjoining  rural  district. 


RODECT  CONTROL 


In  connection  with  rodent  control  all  the  work  during  the  year  has 
been  mainly  routine  regular  work.  There  are  13  premises  in  the 
district  which  are  under  contract  for  regular  servicing  and  free  treat¬ 
ment  is  also  carried  out  at  all  domestic  dwellings,  and  it  is  possible 
that  with  the  public  being  aware  of  the  service  complaints  of  rats  come 
in  before  any  real  infestation  can.  be  established.  Nowhere  in  the 
district  can  it  be  recorded  that  there  is  any  real  rat  infestation* 

The  Sewage  works  at  Winnington  are  tree, ted  regularly  and  manholes 
throughout  the  district  were  test -baited,  and  except  in  one  case  were 
found  tc  be  free  from  infestation.  In  the  one  instance  where  there 
was  some  doubt  further  treatment  was  carried  out  at  this  and  adjoining 
manholes,  hut  no  infestation  was  found. 


The  refuse  tip  lias  been  remarkably  free  from  any  infestation; 
undoubtedly  some  of  tills  is  due  to  the  use  of  an  excavator  on  the  tip 
which  is  able  to  compress  the  new’  material  tipped  there,  and  also  to 
provide  reasonable  covering  and  prevent  the  access  of  rats  into  the  tip* 
Furthermore  from  time  to  time,  as  it  is  necessary  to  bury  unsound  food 
in  the  tip,  poison  is  often  added  so  that  should  access  be  obtained  by 
rats  to  this  food  the  effect,  whilst  not  quite  in  accordance  with 
rodent  control  baiting,  does  help* 


Treatment  for  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  at  220  premises* 


C 01  .'MON  LODGING-  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  Northwich* 

SCHOOLS 

During  the  year  a  new  girls *  grammar  school  was  opened  in  the 
district  and  is  an  undoubted  asset  to  the  district  from  an  education 
point  of  view*  While  the  full  effect  of  this  additional  accommodation 
along  with  a  new  secondary  modem  school  on  the  edge  of  the  district 
has  not  yet  been  felt,  there  is  still  need  for  improvements  in  the  other 
older  schools  in  the  area.  It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  carry  out 
proposed  joint  inspections  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Officers 
concerned,  but  when  they  do  it  is  hoped  that  the  improved  facilities 
badly  needed  at  these  older  schools  will  be  promptly  carried  out* 


FACTORIES 


The  position  in  connection  with  factories  is  very  much  as  in  prev¬ 
ious  years  and  in  conjunction  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  any 
defects  requiring  to  he  remedied  are  dealt  with  promptly.  Generally 
speaking  the  facilities  available  in  local  industries  are  satisfactory. 
As  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  years  the  standard  set  by  the  main 
industries  in  the  town  is  such  that  other  similar  firms  are  forced  to 
provide  the  sane  facilities  and  improvements  in  order  to  maintain  staff. 

STAFF' 

The  present  staff  of  the  Health. Department  consists  of  two 
qualified  inspectors  and  one  clerical  assistant.  There  is  little  doubt 
the  Council  do  appreciate  that  with  all  the  many  duties  to  be  carried 
out  aid  which  have  increased  during  the  last  few  yeans,  that  additions 
to  the  staff  would  be  considered  if  only  such  qualified  staff  was  avail¬ 
able.  Much  however  can  be  done  with  the  help  of  a  competent  clerical 
staff. 

PAID  FdPILAGE 

\  __ 

During  the  year  the  Council  were  asked  to  consider  the  question  of 
appointment  of  pupils  aid  as  a  result  they  gave  consideration  to  this 
request  and  agreed  to  make  provision  in  next  year’s  estimates  for  the 
appointment  of  a  pupil." 
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SANITAPT  INSPECTION  OP  THE  ASEA 


STATEMENT  OP  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AID  NOTICES  ISSUED 
(Based  upon  a  Statement  made  By  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 

Result  of 

Service 

Notices 

served 

of  notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  Made 

Number 

i 

Statu- 

Inf or- 

Notices 

Notices 

tory 

mal 

Complied 

Remaining 

. 

with 

in  hand 

i. 

Dwelling  Houses  - 

.  *  '•  5  JL.  - ' 

Housing  Acts  ...  ... 

398 

54 

69 

120 

8 

Public  Health  Act 

240 

37 

37 

— 

2. 

Tents. Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ... 

i  5 

4 

4 

3. 

Pail  Closets  ...  ... 

i 

■  *  > 

1 

1 

4. 

o e s  sp ool s  ...  . . o  ... 

2 

9mm 

2 

2 

i 

5. 

House  Drainage  ...  ... 

115. 

1 

48 

49 

— 

6. 

Ditches  &  Watercourses  ... 

5 

9m 

4 

4 

7. 

Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

25 

9m* 

21 

21 

8. 

Defuse  Disposal  &  Tips 

183 

— 

M 

9. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Offensive  Trades  ...  . .  • 

— 

*— * 

_ 

•«» 

11. 

Rodent  Control  c . .  . . . 

459  , 

,  — 

— 

mm 

12. 

(a)  Slaughterhouse s 

(Private) 

1170 

13 

13 

(b)  Other  places  where  food 

is  provided  or  sold 

587 

mrn* 

•mm 

— 

13. 

Piggeries  ...  ...  .... 

4 

~ 

2 

— 

14. 

(a)  Dairies  ...  ...  ... 

17 

— 

mm 

(b)  Cowsheds  . . 

- 

— 

•mm 

m. 

(c)  Milk  shops  . 

35 

— 

— 

•mm 

— 

"15. 

•  (a.)  Factories  ...  ... 

— 

5 

4 

1 

• :  ro:)  Workshops  *  ■  ■  *  ...  ... 

*-• 

- 

- 

«* 

(c )  Workplace s  ...  ... 

*•* 

- 

t*m 

— 

16. 

*  Bakehouses  •  . . .  . . . .  • .  • 

65 

*  1‘5 

15 

— 

17* 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ... 

36 

- 

.14  ■  ' 

■  14 

•m* 

18. 

Canal  Boats  « 0 .  ...  * . • 

6 

.7  **  * 

9m* 

— 

— 

19. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

11 

-  '' 

— 

~ 

20. 

Hairdre  ssing  E stabli shment  s 

17 

. 

!  2 

2 

9m*t 

21. 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 

59 

_ 

i-  * 

f 

237 

i 

Totals  | 

i 

3508 

55 

28  6 

... 

% ..  1  \ 

9 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

Part  1  of  the  Act 

1*  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors)  - 

, 

Number  of 

Premises 

!  Number  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

prosecuted 

1*  Pactories  in  v/hich  Sections  1, 
2,3,4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  .Authorities 

15 

12 

2.  Pactories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sect. 7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

*  ■  i  f  * 

98 

52  ■ 

\  ■ 

■  17 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sect. 7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers1  premises) 

i 

1 

- 

- 

Total 


#  •  ♦ 


•  ♦  * 


113 


64 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ~ 


Number  of" "cases  in  wfiicTr  ~  I  Number  of 


•  t 


defects  were  found 
»  Referred 


—  ) 


{ cases  xn 


Particular’s 


Pound 


♦  •  • 


*  • « 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  *  • 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

Overcrowding  ••• 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
a )  In  suf  f  ici  ent 


1 


•  • 


•  * 


0  9* 


b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 


4 


Remedied 


To  H.M. 
In spec 
-tor 


,s 


which  pro— 
By  H.M.  secution; 
were 

instituted 


In spec 
-tor 


1 


3 


0*0 


1 


* 

1 


Total  . ..  5  4 
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PROVISION  OP  NEW  HOUSES 
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SECTION  D 
Housing 


T  he  Surve  y  o  r  reports;- 

:tThe  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1957  was  50* 

A  reduced  programme  is  being  carried  out  due  to  the  near  completion 
of  Leftwich  Estate.  Other  sites  have  been  investigated  and  some  are  in 
the  process  of  acquisition.  The  emphasis  is  now  turning  to  the  erection 
of  bungalows  and  a  greater  proportion  of  this  type  of  dwellings  with 
smaller  gardens  are  being  designed. 

Sites  that  are  being  acquired  are: 

London  Road  development  (ultimate  development)  70 


Malpas  Road  -  Dodds  Farm  34 
Shurlach  Cottages  15 
•Land  off  Shipbrook  Road  36 
Appleton  Street  6 


The  Council  have  been  offered  certain  sub-standard  property  and  are 
to  consider  the  acquisition  and  possible  improvement  of  such  property* 

The  Council  are  also  considering  the  acquisition  of  houses  in  good 
condition  which  are  too  large  for  the  occupants,  subject  however,  to  being 
able  to  acquire  with  either  vacant  possession  or  to  agreement  to  transfer 
tenancy. 

Many  sites  have  been  under  discussion  with  the  County  Council  for 
housing,  both  within  the  Northwich  Urban  District  and  the  Northwich  Rural 
District  but  no  decisions  have  been  reached. 


It  may  be  recalled  that  the  1957  Rent  Act  was  passed  and  although 
not  fully  operative,  certain  sections  are  applicable.  Many  houses  are 
removed  from  rent  control  and  a  reasonable  rent  is  envisaged  as  twice  the 
gross  rateable  value  if  the  tenant  is  responsible  for  internal  decorations 
1-g  times  gross  value  if  he  is  responsible  for  all  repairs,  and  2-j  times 
gross  value  if  the  landlord  is  responsible  for  all  repairs  and  decorations. 
Subject  to  certain  reservations,  the  landlord  may  change  the  rent  subject 
to  additional  rental  for  improvements  or  other  facilities.  This  follows 
the  revaluation  of  property  on  a  national  basis.  The  right  to  obtain 
possession  is  not  operative  until  1st  October,  1958 *  and  has  been  the 
subject  of  amending  legislation. " 
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HOUSING  ACT ,  193 6  and.  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AMD  RENTS -ACT,  1954 

The  Council  continued  its  programme  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
in  the  district;  jK  houses  have  been  represented  under  Section  11  and 
3  under  Section  12,  and  demolition  orders  were  made  in  the  case  of  the 
former  in  respect  of  all  with  the  exception  of  3*  These  3  had 
Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953* 

*  *  •/ 

Whilst  tills  does  represent  further  progress  there  is  a  slowing 
down  due  to  a  limitation  in  building  of  new  houses.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  with  the  shortage  of  suitable  building  land  the  Council  will 
need  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  possibility  of  acquiring 
sub-standard  property  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  sufficient  repairs 
thereby  giving  them  several  years  of  useful  life  and  offering  comfort 
and  shelter  to  tenants  who  by  circumstances  have  to  continue  to  live  in 
this  type  of  property.  This  aspect  has  been  referred  to  in  Annual 
Reports  previously  and  it  appears  likely  that  the  Council  may  interest 
themselves  in  such  a  project  in  the  immediate  future. 

As  yet  it  is  too  early  to  know  whether  the  Rent  Act,  1957  will 
have  the  desired  effect  of  improving  conditions  at  many  of  the  type  of 
houses  referred  to  in  this  report,  and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  attempt  to  obtain  repairs  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957*  Whilst  this  Section  is  rather  difficult  to  operate,  if  the 
Council  are  prepared  to  acquire  and  repair  in  default  of  the  owners  it 
may  be  possible  to  obtain  improvements  in  these  houses.  Unfortunately 
this  type  of  work  on  housing  from  an  inspection  and  supervision  point 
of  view  requires  staff;  the  demands  arising  from  other  aspects  of  work 
make  the  staff  available  in  the  Health  Department  inadequate  to  deal 
with  all  necessary  duties  as  fully  as  one  would  wish. 

During  the  year  11  grants  were  given  to  the  value  of  £1,969#  5*  0# 
in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants. 
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SECTION  E 
INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 
(a)  I/ILK :  SUPPLY  ,  ' 

r.  .  ■  '4-  ’ 

As  remarked  in  previous  years  the  milk  supply  of  Northwich  can 
he  regarded  as  being  very  satisfactory.  Throughout  the  Northwich 
area  all  mill:  sold  is  "Designated"  and  in  view  of  the  satisfactory 
standard  of  the  milk  being  sold 'one  wonders  what  further  improvements 
can  be  achieved.  For,,  some  time  the  idea  of  mi  11c  in  cartons  has  been 
suggested  but  does  not  appear  to  have  received  any  favourable  reaction 
locally  from  the  trade.  When  one  considers  the  loss  in  bot'des 
through  various  circumstance s 9  the  cost  of  washing  and  the  risk  of 
prosecutions  from  broken  glass  in  milk  it  is  obvious  that  there  must 
be  some  solid  reason  why  this  idea  of  cartons  is  not  readily  accepted 0 
The  tra.de  seem  to  consider  that  the  price  of  milk  would  have  to  be 
increased  to  cover  the  cost  of  these  cartons 9  but  one  wonders  whether 
the  real  obstacle  is  the  cost  involved  in  scrapping  existing  plants 
and  replacing  with  suitable  equipment.  I  feel  sure  that  members  of 
the  public  would  prefer  milk  in  new  fresh  cartons  instead  of  old 
bottles  however  well  they  have  been  cleansed.  With  the  possibilities 
of  milk  being  sold  from  automatic  machines  and  with  the  greater  use  of 
household  refrigerators  it  may  well  be  that  much  in  the  milk  trade  may 
change  in  the  future* 

The  number  of  licences  granted  to  retail  milk  in  Northwich  during 
1957  is  as  follows:- 

10  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
30  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk 
3  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  milk 

Supplementary  licence  s :  - 

8  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
8  licences  to  .sell  Pasteurised  milk 

IvULK  SAMPLING 

Regular  sampling  took  place  during  the  year  with  Laboratory 
results  as  follows:- 

Satisfactory  Unsa ti sf actory 

18  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  14  If 

37  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  37 

47  Pasteurised  Milk  45 

2  Sterilised  talk  2 


2 
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Although  regular  sampling  took  place  during  the  year  the  number  of 
samples  taken  was  not  quite  as  high  as  the  previous  year.  Since  it  is 
now  necessary  to  send  samples  to  Sale  for  collection  it  is  not  quite  as 
convenient  as  when  the  samples  were  collected  by  the  Laboratory  Service 
vehicle  and  with  the  extra  time  involved  regard  must  be  given  to  the 
pressure  of  other  work  in  the  Department. 

Prom  the  Laboratory  results  it  is  obvious  that  the  quality  of  local 
supplies  is  generally  quite  satisfactory.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the 
local  tradespeople  to  comply  with  the  various  regulations  controlling  the 
sale  of  milk  and  complete  co-operation  exists. 

(t>)  ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  rogi stored  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  is  as 
follows:- 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  6l 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  and 

manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  . .  1 


Total  62 


33  samples  were  submitted  for  laboratory  examination  during  the  year 
and'  as  will  be  seen  from  the  results  the  majority  of  the  samples  were 
quite  satisfactory.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  one  particular 
brand  of  ice-cream,  but  by  repeated  samples  and  co-operation  with  other 
Authorities,  from  which  the  product  came  already  made  up,  an  improvement 
was  achieved. 

Gr  ade  1  . . .  .  .  .  22 

Grade  2  ...  ...  6 

Grade  3  .  2 

Grade  1+  ...  ...  3 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

.  „  '  i ’  ,  , 

The  inspection  of  foods  other  than  meat  is  carried  out  purely  as  a 
routine  duty  and  the  greater  majority  of  such  food  condemned  is  generally 
as  a  result  of  voluntary  surrender.  The  amount  of  food  condemned  is 
detailed  later  in  the  report. 

Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the  Market  which  is  held  on 
I  Pi  days  and  Saturdays  each  week  and  considerable  improvements  have  been 
made  by  the  vanious  stall  holders.  There  are  difficulties  from  the 


r  (’ 


A. 


•  I 


Council  point  of  view  in- doing  all  that  is  desirable  in  connection  with 
Food  hygiene.  •  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  re-organisation  of  the 
market  and  the  surrounding  area  is  envisaged  and  when  completed  will 
mean  the  demolition  and  re-building  of  the  existing  Market  Hall. 


Proposed s  are  in  hand  however  to  provide  further  covered 
accommodation  on  a.  site  adjoining  the  present  Market  Hall  and  the 
provision  of  better  washing  facilities,  etc.  at  the  Market.  Most 
of  the  stall  holders  dealing  in  mea/c,  cheese,  etc.  do  take  precautions 
to  prevent  contamination  of  food  and  all  have  indicated  their 
willingness  to  co-operate  fully. 


In  connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  a.  survey  is  talcing 
place  throughout  the  district  but  it  is  regretted  that  with  the  staffing 
position  as  it  is  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  progress  on  this 
survey  can  only  be  slow*  Commencement  was  ma.de  a.t  the  larger  shops  in 
the  main  shopping  area  and  it  was  indicated  to  these  firms  the 
requirements  needed  to  comply  with  the  Regulations.  It  is  not 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  any  read  difficulty  with  the  larger  shops 
in  fact  some,  of  these  firms  are  prepared  to  carry  out  work  in  excess 
of  requirements.  Read  difficulties  however  arise  at  the  small 
"comer  shop”  type  of  premises.  The  Regulations  too  are  somewhat 
difficult  to  interpret,  for  example  in  the  term  "wash  basin". 

Another  source  of  concern'  is  that  of  washing  facilities  on  travelling 
shops  and  delivery  vans  and  the  interpretation  of  the  term  "immediate 
consumption".  As  an  example  it  seems  that  bread  which  is  unwrapped 
can  be  sold  from  vans  without  washing  facilities.  IVhilst  one  can 
appreciate  the  difficulties  of  providing  washing  facilities  on 
vehicles  of  this  typo,  it  should  not  be  peimi'ssible  for  open  food  of 

*  *  ~  0  *.•  i  -'S  Al  Jl 

this  type  to  be  handled  by  people  ( without  means  to  cleanse  their  hands 
from  time  to  time. 


MAT  mSEECTION 


There  are  four  slaughterhouses  in  regular  use  at  Horthwich  and  the 
conditions  existing  are  quite  satisfactory.  -  As  indicated  in 
last  yearfs  report  one  of  the  slaughterhouses  has  had  a  large  chilling 
room  provided,  the  owners  of  another  slaughterhouse  arc-  likely  to  have 
the  same  facility  during  the  coming  year.  Of  the  four  slaughterhouses 
referred  to  only  one  of  these  gives  any  real  concern,  and  this  is  due 
to  its  close  proximity  to  houses,  and  whilst  complaints  do  arise  from 
the  occupants  of  those  houses,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  complaints 
arise  as  an  objection  to  having  a  slaughterhouse  there,  rather  than 
actual  nuisances  arising  from  the  premises. 


All  meat  slaughtered  in.  Nor'thwich  is  inspected  and  although  the 
slaughtering  is  usually  at  regular  times  it  still  requires  working  over 
time  during  evenings,  Saturday  afternoons,  occasional  Sundays  and  every 
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Bank  holiday.  Good  feeling  exists  "between  the  butchers  and  the  Health 
Department  and  a  large  measure  of  co-operation  exists  but  the  butchers 
do  consider  their  own  convenience  rather  than  that  of  the  inspector*  A 
good  quality  of  meat  is  slaughtered  and  sold  in  the  district,  and  the 
amount  condemned  has  decreased  considerably*  However  it  is  still 
rather  disappointing  to  have  to  condemn  liver  from  young  cattle  and  lambs 
which  are  infected  with  parasites*  It  does  seem  that  here  is  a  field 
for  the  veterinary  profession  to  work  on  thereby  preventing  spoilage  of  a 
good  and  valuable  food,  apart  from  the  effect  infected  livers  have  on 
the  actual  carcase* 

>* 

CQNDEMNATIQN  OP  MEAT 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  is  stained  and  disposed  of  by  the 
retailers  to  reputable  firms  who  process  this  condemned  meat  for 
fertilisers,'  etc* 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  3  tons  12  cwts  2  qrs.  17  lbs* 
OTHER  POODS 

As  a  result  of  voluntary  surrender  of  food  by  traders  at  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district,  the  total  of  18  cwts,  3  qrs*  8  lbs*  of  food 
was  condemned* 

The  types  of  food  referred  to  were:- 


Assorted  Tins 

•  •  • 

•  *  •  • 

.  890 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Veal -Ham  &  Tongue  * 

.  552 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

•  •  •  • 

*  110 

lbs* 

Frozen  Beef 

•  •  • 

•  *  •  • 

.  no 

lbs. 

Sausage  * . . 

•  • « 

•  «  •  • 

*  n 

lbs. 

Fish  *,. 

•  • « 

•  *  *  • 

.  73 

lbs. 

Fish  Calces 

•  •  % 

•  a  •  * 

14 

lbs. 

Bacon  * . . 

•  •  • 

•  »  »  # 

3 

lbs. 

Cheese  . .. 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  * 

.  12 

lbs. 

Butter  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

.  9 

lbs. 

Cake  ... 

•  •  • 

#  •  +  • 

.  4- 

lbs. 

Sponge  Puddings 

(13 

dozen)  . 

98 

lbs. 

Tinned  Potatoes 

*  •  • 

•  #  #  • 

12 

lbs. 

Biscuits  ... 

•  O  • 

•  •  •  # 

.  28 

lbs. 

Tinned  Chicken 

•  •  • 

#  ♦  +  • 

•  6 

lbs. 

Dried  Milk 

*  •  « 

#  •  •  0 

.  30 

lbs. 

Custard  Powder 

0  *  * 

0  0  9  # 

.  34 

lbs. 

Bananas  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

.  120 

lbs. 

Sugar 

*  •  • 

0  0  0  • 

12 

lbs. 

Total 

2,108 

lbs* 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  pant  or  in  whole  :  - 


i  \ 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  - 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . ..  ...  ... 

729 

794 

16 

5026 

2128 

Number  inspected  ...  ... 

729 

794 

l6 

5026 

2128 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBEtiCULOSIS  &  CYSTICEBCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  ■which  seme  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

3 

4 

65 

82 

290 

56 

8.91 

10.32 

‘  1  ■  >  i'/‘  a  1  : 

.  ..  v  . . ... .  *. 

1  •  ,  »«.t 

5.84 

2.77 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  *  ’  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ...  . . 

2 

•  •  * 

W> 

CO 

\o 

■ 

1 _ _ _ 

- 

53 

•  •  - T  -■  * 

6.58 

11.2 

- 

2.49 

CYSTICERCQSIS 

Carcases  of  which  sane  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  ... 

generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ...  . • •  •  •  • 

-  .•  •  • 

1  .  f 

1 

r  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

M* 

| 

, 
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TOTED  FISH 

•  I  f  *  *  .  \  , 

There  are  13  premises  in  use  for  the  frying  of  fish, 
BAKEHOUSES 

The  15  "bakehouses  in  the  district  are  satisfactory, 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


63  routine 


OTHER  FOODS 


i 


The  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by  the  County  Council  Weights 
and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a  summary  of  other  samples  obtained  in 
Northwich  Urban  District  during  the  year  1957* 


Nature  of  Sample 


Number 

Obtained 


O  0  000#Q*» 


Bee c haras  Powders 
Bun  Loaf  . 

Flavouring  (Strawberry)  . 

Flour  (Plain) 

Pudge  (Vanilla) 

Gin 


OOO  ©  • 


O  9  O  © 


0  9  +  »  9  O  O  O 

f4o«o>Aoo<ico«o  o«onooo»o 


Ice  Cream 
Iodine  (Tincture  of)  B.P 
Jam  (Strawberry)  ..... 
Margarine 
Milk  (Fresh) 

Olive  Oil 
Orange  Drink 
Sauce  ( Hor  se  Radi sh ) 
Sausage  (Beef) 

Siam  Cream  . . 

Sulphur  &  Yeast  Tablets 
(Raspberry  flavoured) . . 


o«o«ooo©©oo 


t>ooo*o6oe  000 


*f»«oe«oc« 


Total 


1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

38 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


57 


Number  adulter¬ 
ated  or  not  up  to 
the  recognised 
standard  of 
quality 


1 


1 


Particulars  of  Non-standard  samples 

1.  Flavouring  -  Strawberry  Flavoured  syrup  containing  No  Action 

330  ports  per  million  of 
benzoic  acid  preservative 

2m  Milk  (Fresh)  Contained  91.8$  of  Legal  proceeds 

extraneous  water  bot'clers  finec 

and  E2.8.0*  co 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE.  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES  ' 


1*  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  with  the  exception 
of  measles,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table :~ 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

k 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  . . 

13 

Erysipelas  . . . . 

1 

•Ml 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Dysentery  . . . . 

- 

- 

Measles  . . 

259 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

14 

t 

w 

I  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1  1 

■» 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Non -Paralytic ^ 

i  - 

i 

1 

i 

The  one  case  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  an  infant 
aged  20  months.  She  received  Hospital  treatment  in  Manchester 
where  she  was  an  in-patient  for  6  weeks. 
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(2)  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
both  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1957 


i 

\ 

Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

. — — . . 

Deaths 

Re  spii 

"atory 

Non- 

Re  spir atopy 

Re  spiratory 

Non- 
Re  spir 

atory 

IN 

F. 

M 

lu.0 

F. 

M. 

Po 

M© 

F* 

Under  1  year 

i 

1 

~ 

— 

•M 

— 

— 

— 

to© 

1-5  years 

.  — 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

5-15 

1 

— 

— 

~ 

- 

— 

— 

15  -  25  " 

1 

1 

to© 

— 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  35  " 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

35  -  4-5  " 

.. 

1<-  * 

•.  »  K  ,  •' 

to© 

©U© 

- 

— 

- 

45  -  55  " 

1 

l 

M 

- 

— 

— 

55  -  65  ,! 

to© 

.  - 

to© 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  , 

■— < 

— 

1 

- 

- 

to© 

r  ! 

! 

TOTALS 

1 

3 

l 

1 

1 

1 

to© 

Luring  1957-  10  cases  were.,  admitted  to  and  11  discharged  from 
sanatoria© 


The  number  of 

patients  cn 

the  Tuberculosis 

Register  at 

the  end  of 

the  years:- 

• :  ©:. 

1°A6  1517  1918  j 

Lg42 

1950  1951  1952  1953 

•c ®  ©-  tag  -rtf*--. It.  .©  ac*jir>a4Rfr<-J.C*© 

1954. 

1255, 

12M 

122 

i?6  146  151 

146 

137 

101  106  79 

66 

80 

75 

81 

B*  C.  Co  PROTECTION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

In  addition  to  the  B*CbGM  protection  against  tuberculosis  as  carried 
out  at  the  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  the  vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  the  St0  Mary  *  s  Hospital, 
Manchester,  the  parents  of  school  children  of  the  12-13  years  age  group 
in  the  area  are  still  being  offered  this  new  form  of  protective  treatment, 
The  response  to  date  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this 
treatment  for  their  children  has  been  good,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
f ollowing : - 


Number  of  Consent  Forms  issued 
Number  of  Consents  received 
Number  tested  and  found  to  need 
the  vaccination 


o  o  o 


G  Q  O 


o  «  o 


50 

32 


w  c  o 


«  «  c 


©  o  o 


28 
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(3 )  MASS  radiography: 

The  Unit  based  upon  Stockport  last  visited  the  area  in  October  1957* 
This  was  a  special  visit  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying  those  12-13  year 
old  children  in  the  school  B.C.G-.  scheme  who  were  found  to  be  "Mantoux 
Positive”.  The  response  was  most  satisfactory. 

As  it  is  almost  three  years  since  the  Unit  visited  this  area  to 

offer  their  services  to  members  of  the  general  public,  it  is  hoped  a 

further  visit  for  this  purpose  can  be  arranged  at  an  early  date. 

(A-)  DISINFECTION  OP  PREMISES 

The  disinfection  of  12  homes  aid  other  premises  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  as  follows 

Por  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of 

bedding)  ...  7 

Por  Infectious  Diseases,  etc . 5 


(5)  CHILDREN !  S  SOMMER  CAMP 

Iii  connection  with  a  Holiday  Camp  sponsored  by  a  local  industry, 
the  medical  inspection  of  some  74  Northwich  school-children  was 
arranged,  prior  to  their  departure  to  a  North  Wales  camp  from  7th 
June  to  14th  June,  1957* 

I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I  appreciate 
the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  Officials 
dealing  with  the  various  matters  which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 


W.  S. 


SLATER, 


M.B.  ,  M.R.O.S.,  D.P.H. , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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